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XI. Anachronisms.
An anachronism (Greek ana, Inversion or error; chronos, time)
is the assignment of persons, events, customs, etc., to a period
of time with which they are entirely out of keeping, and to
which they do not rightly belong. The anachronisms in
Henry V. are not serious ones. In Scene i. Act n., Pistol says
that his "cock" is up, the impropriety of which expression is
apparent from the fact that guns and pistols with triggers were
not known until after the time of Henry V., the first mention of
such a weapon bein^ found towards the end of the 16th century.
The mention of Bedlam in the fifth Act is another anachronism,
as these lunatic asylums were not founded until Henry VIII. *s
reign; and finally, the reference to the Turk at Constantinople
is an anticipation when looked at from the time of Henry V., as
it was not until 1453 that the Turks took that city.
XSI. Dates.
The following dates will be useful for the student to keep in
mind when reading the play of Henry V. :
1346. Crecy.
1356. Poitiers.
1399. Accession of Henry IV.
1413. Accession of Henry V.
1415.  Landing at Havre.
Capture of Harfleur.
Victory at Agincourt and return to England.
1416.  Sigismund, King of the Romans, visits England.    He
was Emperor-elect of Germany.
French lay siege to Harfleur, but do not take it,
1417.  Second invasion of France by Henry.
1419.  Capture of Rouen.
1420.  Treaty of Troyes.
1422. Henry V. dies